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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 11318 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MASS MR CD IR 

SUBJ: MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CHAD AND MAURITANIA 

1 . MFA UNDERSECY ZELLI SUMMONED DCM DEC 22 AND 

SAID APOLOGETICALLY THAT HE REGRETTED RAISING THE QUESTION 
ONCE AGAIN, BUT THAT HE WANTED TO BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR WITH 
RESPECT TO OUR POSITION CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE TRANSFER 
OF US-ORIGIN MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO MAURITANIA AND CHAD. 

HE SAID THAT HE HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THERE WAS SOME 
AMBIGUITY IN OUR ATTITUDE ON THIS QUESTION. DCM EXPRESSED 
PUZZLEMENT AS TO WHY THIS MIGHT BE SO AND REHEARSED PRESENTA- 
TIONS HE HAD MADE TO ZELLI DURING EARLIER MEETINGS ON THIS 
SUBJECT. SPECIFICALLY, I REMINDED ZELLI THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAD MADE A DETERMINATION THAT CHAD WAS 
ELIGIBLE FOR FMS AND THAT WE HAD ENCOURAGED A FAVORABLE 
RESPONSE FROM THE GOI TH CHADIAN MILITARY EQUIPMNET 
REQUESTS. THE ONLY POSSIBLE QUALIFICATION THAT DCM COULD 
THINK OF IN THIS CONTEXT WAS OUR NOT LOOKING FAVORABLY ON 
A CHADIAN REQUEST FOR SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT 
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WHICH WULD CLEARLY BE BEYOND ITS NEEDS OR 
ABILITY TO UTILIZE. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO MAURITANIA. DCM SAID THAT IT IS NOT 
REPEAT NOT PRESENTLY ELIGIBLE FOR FMS BUT THAT OUR SAHARAN 
POLICY WAS CURRENTLY UNDER REVIEW AND IT IS CONCEIVABLE 
THAT DECISIONS ARISING OUT OF THIS REVIEW COULD HAVE AN 
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EFFECT ON THIS POSITION. WE WOULD NOT WANT TO SPECULATE 
FURTHER ON THIS POINT AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER. 

3. ZELLI PRESSED HIS POINT WITH RESPECT TO CHAD BY ASKING 
WHETHER "YOU WOULD ONLY CONSIDER FAVORABLY 

SUCH A REQUEST." DCM REMINDED ZELLI THAT THIS KIND OF AN 
AFFAIR WAS NOT ENTIRELY WITHIN THE CONTROL OF THE EXECUTIVE, 
INVOLVING AS IT DOES NOTIFICATION TO THE CONGRESS. 

4. WHILE ZELLI DID NOT CONTEST THE POINTS MADE, HE ASKED 
THAT HIS INQUIRY BE PUT TO WASHINGTON AND THAT HE BE GIVEN 
"A NEW AUTHORITATIVE WASHINGTON OPINION." PLEASE ADVISE. 
SULLIVAN 
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